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School No 500 of the VDA at Kamenz
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1. Orgspization
In early March 1954, the VDA School Mo 500 was organized as follows:

headquarters

lst Bn with 1lst, 2nd and 3rd Cos
2nd Bn with 4th, 5th and 10th Cos
meteorological section

T1 and T2 Sections

motor transport squadron

This organization was newly established in nid-February 1954.

The T1 and T2 Sections were also newly activ_ated in mid=-February
1654, and consisted of newly drafted soldiers who were to bs trained
as aircraft mechanics. Each of the five companies with the mumerical
designations 1 through 5 conslsted of 3 platoons for military basie
training. Each platoon was subdivided into 3 groups. For theoretical
training, each company was divided into 5 instruction groups which
were given numerical designations, such as Class No 33 for the 3rd
instruction group of the 3rd Co. No details were known on the
organization of the 10th Co, the metecrological section or the
motor transport squadron.

, 2. Qusrtering Facillties
The School No 500 was quartered in the former Panzer Kaserne on
Macher Strasse in Kamenz, referred io as Object I. The adjacent

Object II housed a portion of the Bautzen Aeroclub and the 4%h
Tech Base in Kamenz. 2

3. Personnel Strength

‘In February 1954, the School No 500 had an estimated stremgth of
1,300 officers, lCOs and students. The individual units were
believed to have the following personnel strengths:
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hesdquarters about 20 officers and 18 ¥COp

training department of headquarters 120 officers and 30 NCOs

" 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Cos ° 20 officers aud a total of 463
: officer csndidates
3rd Co (largest company ) ”3 officers and 135 officer candidates
108k Co - 5 officers and 100  © ®
meteorclogical section 1 officer and 30 u "
T1 and T2 sections . 6 officers and 210 M
motor transport squadron 30 NCOsm And i
Totals about 175 officers and 1,080 NCOs and EM

The following officers were known:

Chief Colonel Leopold (fnu)
Deputy chief end political officer Lisubteonent Colonel Rauhbach (fnu)
Major Voligtiaender (fnu)

FdJ secretary Lisubenant Moelle (fnu)
chief of cultural department Sub-Licutenant Zylmund (fnu)
in charge of cadrs matters Lieutenant Hermann {fnu)

in charge of tasic training Captain Kraft {fou)

and athletics

medical officer ’ Captain Dr. Rosser (fnu)
chief of training department Fajor Buschel (fnu)

ehief of 3rd Co Lioutenant Baustian (fnu)
politicel officer of 3rd Co Lieutenant Jushrling (fmi)
platoon leader of 3rd Co Senior Iisutenant Prell (fnu)
in sherge of technieal Sub-Lievtenant Strego (fnu)

instruction on sireraft .

Az the positicn of a chisf of staff was not provided for according to
the table of organization, the chief of staff was called chief of the
agency. ’

The company chiefs appvinted “lehrgruppan-Aelieate ® (speskers of
classes} and “Lehrgruppen AP {voliticel funciionaries of classes) '
from among the officer candidates. Some members of the lather group
ware selected as provisional group leaders. Soviebl sdvisers wore
Colonel Herz and Colonel Tannenberg (fnu) who probably had cover names.

5. Iostructien Material

The following instruction material was available in the cluss rooms
of the schosi bulldings

Model ¥ 11 ¥ 3 aivoraf’ enginea for Vak-18,

moded ASH 21 aireraft engines for Yal-ll,

model ASH 82 FN alrerat™ engines for Ta=9,

wavesing indpes,

volinetery,

anperersters and other dewmonstration instouments,

instruction charts,

techoical iliugtretieny and ironaletions of Soviet wanumls,
A wiod %unnsl, abeut 40 ¢m in dismater, wis aveilsble in one cluss
roorw, One model sach of the Yak-18, Yak-i1l and Lu-9 aircredt withous
outer skin vere ereeited in hangar Wo £7 ia Objest T, Sdditions! modeis
and workshop equipment were available in heogar Ne 1 i Xemenz siciicld.
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There wes a duty roster for school training =s well as for technical
training. Duty for scholl training: 0600 reveille

0800 to 1200 instiruction

1450 o 3900 privete study or

college training

2000 to 2200 politicel indoctrinatic:

Duty roster for tochnical training, im force gince Jonuery 1954:

a) 0500 reveille
0600 o 1400 techinical training on the airfleld
afternoon off duty
2100 taps
b} 0500 revellls
forenoon . off duty
1400 to 2200 technical training on the airfield
2300 taps
Training
After the beginning of the sccond year of training in the fall of )

1953, the following toples were deslt with im school training: o

Constructicn of model Yak-18, Yak-11 and La-9 aircrafi,
construction of model ¥ 11 F3, ASH 82 FN and ASH 21 engines,
operating of alrecraft englhes,

mep reading and use of march compass,

political irndocirinaticn, one doubie period every second day.

Technical traiuings

Maintenance work on Yok-18s

assembly and disassembly of alrcraft engines,

agsembly anc disassemdly of landing gears,

functioning of instruments and equipment

sources of .defects on alrframs

refueling and lubriesting

hydvaulic eguiiment

extending apd retracting of landing flaps

extending and retractirg of landing gears of propped-up aircraft
warning: up of engines and test runs

During the second year of traimng, no military besic training
or callisthenics were conducted but only athletics during the

- of f-duty hours.

Folitical Indoctrinaticn

Topicss Hicgtory of the Communist Party in the USSR.
Hlstory of the working=class movement in Germany.
The peoples' struggle for peace.
The USSK, a bulwark against Western imperislism.
The Four-Power Conference,
The 4th SED Congress.
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The political officers of the classes did not give political
instructions, but tried to raise the political reliability of
the students. They helped students in making the best use of
their study hours and instructed the political functionaries and
agitators of the individual classes. Most of the students were
falthfui followers of the SED line.

9. Kamenz Airfield

The landing fisld extended from north to south and from east te
west for & length of about 600 meters and atout 500 meters
respectively. Its firm grass cover, though in poor condition,

- dried quickly, even after heavy rain, except for the northern
and northeastern sections which were marshy and under cultivation..
After 1952, an auxiliary runway extending from south-southwest to
north-northeast was covered with runway mats but which, in the
spring of 1953, were removed again as the ground was not solid
enough in the northern section. During the spring of 1953, two
concrete hengars, each 70 x 30 x 15 meters, were constructéds
Hangar No 1 housed 3 la-98, 4 Yak-18s and 1 Yak-1l for training
activity by the students of the School No 500. Hanger No 2 was
occupied by 8 Yak-18s of the Aeroclub in Bautzen., A dilapidated
wooden hangav, located along the wall at the northern adge of
the landing field, was not used. In February 1954, construction.
work was under way on three brick buildings in the southern
section of the field. Hangar No 1 housed tool cupbosrds, boring
machines, milling machines and lathes for the students. At the
end of the spur track was a fuel dump with 3 containers which
was not yet in use at the beginning of 1954. At that time, the
alroraft were refusled from tenk trucks. A cemp with 7 barracks
buildings was located south of the fuel dump. The flight control
station with a control tower was located between hangars Nos 1
and 2. The aprons in front of these hangars were concreted for
a width of about 50' meters to the beginning of the Tnel dump.

No ‘baxiways, alrcraft disperssl area or other concrete hardstands
were available.

llrml_g_ggg& According to previous informstion, aircraft

mechanics were also trained in the 6th, 7th and 8th Cos aml
radio and weapon mechanics in the 9th Co of the School No 500,
It is assumed that the personnel of thess compenies have
meanvhlle terminated their training and were detached to the
Asroclubs. The training course for this personnel in Kamenz was
to last only 1 year. New arrivals were probably assigned to the
Tl and T2 sections. The meaning of the abbreviations Tl and T2
is not known, The 10th Co comprises an officers training course
for radio and signal cormunications, This training course had
been stationed in Augustusbad near Radeberg prior to late April
1953, The meteorologists were formerly trained in Pirna.

2“@132%9&& For sketch of billeting esres in the former
er Kaserns in Kamens, see Annex 1.

BE@M“' For skeich of Kamenz alrfield, sase Annex 2,
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=% Annex 1

school 1lo 500 of Yh.i at Lancenz

\

wol To scqle

V7 Yicuer - sig. |
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School
New headquarters building with guasrdhouse
Officers club and HO store
Bujlding housing billsts for meteorological section and
cantral weapons stockrcom
Quartering building
01d headquarters building, officers blllets
and 8 Hospital
Gymnzeiun and culiure house Y
10 Hell Ho 47
11 Hall No 47a housing workshops
12 Garage
13 Warehouss ‘ '
14 Heating plant
15 Quartering building
16 Firing range for small-calibsr arms
17 Filling a‘tation
18 Garsge
19 Hotor vehicle repair shop
20 Temporary ‘building housing headquarters
21  Quartering building
22 TFire pond
23 Quartering building
24  Kitchen and messhall
25 Bullding housing adminisirative offices, switchboard and
teletype station
26 Temporary building housing motor trensport squadron
27 Quartering building for 3rd and 4th Cos

RN R AN N S WS N

28 Shed
‘29 Seven ammunition bunkers
30 UWall

31 Entrance and guesrdhouse
' 32 Entrance to Objeect II

33 Temnis court

34 Drill ground

35 Pullding occupied by chief of scheol
36 MYD headquarters

X High lookcut rosts
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Annex 2

Hanenz ..irfield

Legsends
1 Hew huildins, fraevork complcﬁcd
2 Juilding undor comstruction
3 Tuel dunp
4. oven low wooden quart ring buil&ings‘
5 uilding under consiruction
6 liecoshnll
7 Henger Ho 1
-8 ®lizht control station
9 Hanzar Lo 2 - 13 BSection under cultiwatior’
10 ‘Vooden hanrar 14 Concrcte anprons
11 Firing‘range 15 Po.vier Panzer Kaserne, Object I
12  Jpur itrack 16 Toricr Danzer Kaserne, Objcoet II
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